 Now is the time to consider applying for that very special scholarship or grant from AOSA.  With applications due in January, a carefully written submission with strong recommendations can bring the rewards of study, support for a special project, or much needed instrumentarium for a school.  Do remember that when asked to include specifics such as the list and  costs of instruments, including shipping and handling, the vendor and catalogue numbers, and the listing of  your current instrumentarium, the cost and location of a particular course you wish to take, and your personal tax information if required, is quite necessary to the decision process.  With numerous applicants vying for the same monies, little things can make a difference.

Some people have wondered about the process of selection. This is done by the Financial Assistance Committee which is part of the National Board of Trustees and comprises of several Regional Representatives from the different areas of our country.  Applications are sent to AOSA Headquarters, where the staff carefully blackens names and locations from the applications, assigning each a number for objective viewing.  From there, they are sent to members of the committee who read each one carefully and rate them according to a rubric.  At the March NBT meeting, members come together to make their decisions.  It is an intense few days, but very rewarding ones.  Names of the recipients are revealed after the meeting has concluded, and they are notified by the FAC chair.  I am proud to serve in that capacity for the year 2008-2009.  Award recipients are asked to write a short statement for inclusion to Reverberations, and are honored at conference. 
For those of you looking for meaningful places to make personal donations, the funds for these awards always welcome your generosity.  The monies are guarded by the Cleveland Foundation who notifies us of the exact amounts that we may give in any given year, based upon a percentage of the interest earned on the principle amount in the fund. 

All applications, as well as the specific information about each type of award, can be found on our Web site with the Scholarships and Grants link.  All applicants must be members of AOSA for at least one year, and must be a United States citizen or have resided in the US for at least five years.  

Guinild Keetman  Assistance Fund

This award is meant to further the growth of Orff Schulwerk through personal  study or special projects. Applicants must have personal financial circumstances that support receiving the award.  Study is not limited to approved AOSA courses or study at the Orff Institute in Salzburg, but these applications are given preference over other courses of study. 

Barbara Potter Scholarship

This award is specifically for study at the Orff Institute for the one year English course in Salzburg. It is given every other year and is for highly qualified members.    
TAP Fund
This fund provides training, instruments, or support for special projects for teachers in low income population elementary or middle schools.  Proof of this status is required. 

 If used for training, the applicant must show evidence of personal financial need. 

Evidence supporting how the award will benefit the specific school is required. If used for instruments, a list of the current instrumentarium is required.   This fund is relatively young with AOSA and therefore has limited funds to award.
Shields-Gillespie Scholarship

Teachers who work with early childhood in low income populations are eligible for this award which may be used for instruments, creative special projects, or personal study.    The specifics mentioned with TAP apply to this scholarship as well. 

We encourage AOSA members who qualify to apply for these awards and take advantage of the opportunity to further study or bring the joy of the Schulwerk to your deserving schools and students!
